
you have witnessed and 
inform the coach that the 
player is being removed 
from the contest.  Take 
another official with you 
when possible. 

• Write down the player’s 
number and time of game 
the player was removed. 

• At this point, the coach is 

responsible for making 
sure the player seeks 
proper medical care. 

• DO NOT ask for a note 

when the player returns to 
play.  The decision for the 
player to return is solely 
the responsibility of school 
personnel. 

It is important that officials 
follow the steps outlined by 
the WOA.  Not following the 
approved steps may place 
an official’s insurance 
coverage in jeopardy.  

The NFHS has replaced the 
rule governing “an apparent 
unconscious player” with a 
much broader rule covering 
a player who shows any 
signs or symptoms of a 
concussion.  This rule change 
has created some difficulty in 
merging the new 
responsibilities placed on the 
officials and the current 
Lystedt Law that does not 
involve the officials.  

In order to educate officials 
on the signs and symptoms of 
a concussion, the WOA has 
decided to use the WIAA 
Concussion Management 
clinic that must be watched 
by all coaches.  Although the 
clinic has been created for 
coaches, it serves the 
purpose of outlining the signs 
and symptoms of concussions 
and explains the process the 
coaches must adhere to in 
order for the player to 

return to play.  When a 
player is removed by an 
official for signs or symptoms 
of a concussion, the coach is 
responsible for making sure 
the player is evaluated to 
determine whether or not the 
player has actually suffered 
a concussion.  If after the 
evaluation, the player is 
deemed to not have suffered 
a concussion, the player can 
return to the game.  If, on the 
other hand, the player is 
deemed to have suffered a 
concussion, the player will 
not return to play until being 
seen by a doctor.  So, if a 
player returns to play, the 
officials should trust that the 
process has been followed. 

If you witness a player who 
exhibits signs or symptoms of 
a concussion, you are to do 
the following: 

• Explain to the coach what 

New NFHS Concussion Rule 

Content / Photo Request 

Interested in writing an 
article for the newsletter?   

Do you have an idea for an 
article you would like to 
suggest? 

The best way to keep the 
newsletter relevant is for 

officials to be involved with 
developing the content. 

Those interested in being 
involved should contact the  
WOA staff (info@woa-
officials.com) with their ideas 
or willingness to write an 
article.  

If you happen to have action 
photos of officials, please 
send a disc containing the 
photos to 435 Main Ave S, 
Renton WA 98057. 

Special points of interest: 
 
• EXPLAIN TO THE COACH WHAT 

YOU HAVE WITNESSED 

• WRITE DOWN THE PLAYER’S 

NUMBER AND TIME PLAYER WAS 

REMOVED 

• DO NOT ASK FOR A NOTE 

WHEN THE PLAYER RETURNS TO 

PLAY 

• FOLLOW THE STEPS AS 

OUTLINED BY THE WOA IN 

ORDER TO MAINTAIN INSURANCE 
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Before you work another 
game, it’s a good idea to sit 
down with your partner(s) 
and review your injury 
mechanics with a specific 
emphasis on observation of 
any student-athlete who is 
injured or becomes ill during 
a game or match. 

In situations where the new 
concussion rule is implicated, 
be sure you practice your 
best “injury mechanics” that 

you and your partner(s) will 
have reviewed during your 
pregame.  Those mechanics 
include: 

• Avoid any attempt to 
treat the player yourself. 

• Do not discuss the cause 
of the injury with anyone. 

• Do not permit anyone to 
move the injured player, 
so that you can get the 
game started again.  

Only the medical 
personnel, once you’ve 
called out the coach, can 
and should determine if 
the player can be moved 
and when. 

• Keep opposing teams on 
the field separated. 

• Continue to supervise 
both teams, including 
bench areas. 

(This article can be found in, Referee 
magazine, August 2010) 

information in order to access 
the WOA site. 

Fall sports officials are the 
first to experience the new 
test developed by the WOA.  
As is the case with all new 
ventures, there may be 
bumps in the road, so we are 
asking for your patience in 
advance.  The goal of the 

The fall sports test and clinic 
are available online.  Please 
make sure to use the updated 
WOA URL when accessing 
the WOA site.  Over the 
summer, the WOA updated 
to a secure serve, so the URL 
begins “https” rather than 
“http”.  If you have previously 
bookmarked the page, you 
will need to update the 

new testing protocol is to 
develop a test that is 
beneficial to the officials.  A 
test including situational plays 
and multiple choice seems to 
be more in line with testing 
officials on their knowledge 
and application of the rules.  
Please forward any 
feedback on the test to the 
WOA staff. 

Injury Mechanics an Important Part of  Pregame 

Online Clinic/Test - Fall Sports 

NASO Summit:  Five WOA 
board members attended the 
2010 NASO Summit in 
Minneapolis.  The attendees 
provided a recap of their 
experience at the Summit.     

Concussion Management:  
The requirement to view the 
Concussion Management 
video developed by the 
WIAA was added as a 
component of the clinic 
requirement in order to be a 
certified official.  

Constitution Changes:  The 
board ratified the changes to 
the WOA Constitution after 
verifying the voting results of 
the WOA membership.  
Beginning in 2010-11, the 
board positions will be 
staggered in order to 
eliminate both board 
members from a region being 
up for election in the same 
year.  This change will allow 
for a better transition of 
board members. 

  

The WOA Executive Board 
meeting was held Thursday, 
August 5 at the Yakima 
Convention Center.  This 
meeting serves multiple 
purposes for the association.  
Although the agenda is not as 
full as the other two 
meetings, the August meeting 
wraps up 2009-10 and kicks 
off 2010-11.  The third 
purpose of the meeting is to 
provide one last planning 
meeting prior to the WOA 
Conference.   
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(L-R) Eric Cheatley, Lower 
Columbia; Kevin Kunkel, 
Evergreen; Mike Crawford, 
Pacific Northwest; Dan 
Meyer, Inland Empire; Terry 
Keister, Western Washington 
working the 3A Championship 
Game. 
 
Photo Courtesy of Dale Garvey 

Sue Doty, Greater Seattle 
Volleyball  
 
Photo Courtesy of NW Sports 
Photography 

 

“IN SITUATIONS 

WHERE THE NEW 

CONCUSSION 

RULE IS 

IMPLICATED, BE 

SURE YOU 

PRACTICE YOUR 

BEST INJURY 

MECHANICS” 

WOA Executive Board Recap 

Reprinted with written permission from Referee magazine. 
For subscription information contact Referee magazine at (800) 733-6100 or www.referee.com 



The following rules have 
generated questions 
addressed to the WOA staff 
or clinicians.. 

Point Differential (3-1-2): 
The 45-point differential only 
goes into effect in the second 
half.  If there is a 45-point 
differential in a 1B game in 
the first half, you allow the 
half to finish and the game is 
terminated at the end of the 
half.  There is no need to 
have the teams come out and 
kickoff in the second half. 

Coin Toss Provision (3-2-2): 
Four captains from each team 
may be present, but all other 
team personnel must remain 
outside the field of play. 

Unintentional contact 
between a nonplayer and 
an official in the restricted 
area (9-4-8):  The first 
offense results in a 15 yard 
penalty from the succeeding 
spot.  A second offense 
would result in a 15 yard 
penalty from the succeeding 
spot and disqualification of 

the head coach.  The new 
rule for unintentional contact 
should not be confused with 
or combined with the rule for 
a restricted area violation.  
These are two separate rules 
and should be enforced as 
such. 

Horse-collar (9-4-3k):  The 
rule was clarified so that if 
the runner lost possession or 
the horse-collar occurred out 
of bounds, the foul could still 
be called.    

the goalkeepers uniform go 
into effect the fall of 2012.   
 
Other changes include: 

Substitutions (3-3-1c): Either 
team may substitute an 
unlimited number of players 
from the bench when a 
player is injured and 
removed from the field.  

The 2010-11 NFHS Soccer 
Rules will keep officials busy 
as there are eleven changes, 
sevens Point of Emphasis, and 
twenty-five editorial changes.  
The comparison of the major 
differences between NFHS, 
NCAA and FIFA has also 
been updated. 

Two of the changes, involving 
the color of jersey worn and 

Throw-In (15-1-3):  This rule 
requires the opposition to 
stand at least two yards from 
the point at which the throw-
in is being taken.   

Definitions (18-1-1v): 
MISCONDUCT—Any of the 
actions by players, substitutes 
and bench personnel that 
results in yellow and/or red 
cards being issued. 

Football Update: 2010 Rules Clarifications 

Soccer Update: : 2010-11 Rules Clarifications 

Volleyball Update: : Officials Uniform 

There is no requirement that 
both officials be dressed 
identical. Wearing shorts 
should only be done when 
deemed appropriate for the 
environment and does not 
detract from the professional 
appearance of the officials.  
Faded blue pants (i.e. 
Dockers) are not acceptable. 
Pants will be clean and in 
good repair. If pants have 
loops then a black or navy 
belt with an unobtrusive 
buckle may be worn. 

JEWELRY 
Rule 4 Section 1 Article 6 
states 'Jewelry shall not be 
worn by players during warm
-ups and/or competition'.  As 
officials and role models of 
the rules, conspicuous jewelry 
is not allowed but a ring 
and/or discreet earrings may 
be worn. 

For a complete listing, please 
contact your assigner. 

Over the summer, the WOA 
developed a document to 
clarify the volleyball official’s 
uniform for the state of 
Washington.   

Here are a couple highlights 
from the document:   

PANTS & SHORTS 
Pants are navy blue with an 
allowable navy blue or black 
belt.  Navy blue shorts (not 
lycra/spandex) are allowed 
when the outside temperature 
is 75 degrees or above. 
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(L-R) Warren Morrison, Pacific 
Northwest and Rich Halterman, 
Okanogan County discussing 
penalty enforcement at the 1B 
State Championship Game. 
 
Photo Courtesy of Dale Garvey 

 

“AS OFFICIALS 

AND ROLE MODELS 

OF THE RULES, 

CONSPICUOUS 

JEWELRY IS NOT 

ALLOWED BUT A 

RING AND/OR 

DISCREET 

EARRINGS MAY BE 

WORN.” 

Chuck Suter, East King County 
Soccer 
 
Photo Courtesy of Dale Garvey 



important to model those 
same standards when 
dealing with fellow officials. 

Following the opening 
session, attendees were 
treated to a social sponsored 
by the Red Lion.  It was a 
great opportunity to network 
with fellow officials.  This was 
the first year for the social 
hour and it seemed to receive 
great reviews from the 
attendees. 

Saturday provided an 
opportunity for officials to 
discuss sport-specific topics, 
followed by a handful of 
breakout sessions.  The 

On August 6, ninety-two 
golfers took to Apple Tree 
Golf Course for the WOA / 
ArbiterSports Golf Classic.  
The weather cooperated and 
everyone seemed to have a 
great time.  Proceeds from 
the golf tournament are used 
to fund the WOA Scholarship 
Program.     

Don Collins kicked off the 
2010 WOA Conference by 
challenging attendees to be 
advocates for sportsmanship 
on and off the playing field.  
It is easy to enforce 
sportsmanship during a 
contest, but as officials, it is 

conference portion concluded 
with a panel discussion 
featuring Don Collins, John 
Olson and Todd Stordahl.   

The weekend wrapped up 
with the 2010 Awards 
Banquet.  Steve Ayres, 
Warren Larsen and Donna 
Lucero were inducted into the 
WOA Hall of Fame.  Virginia 
Wilson (daughter of Jay 
Wilson) was the recipient of 
the WOA Scholarship. 

Mark your calendars!  Next 
year’s conference and golf 
tournament will be held 
August 5-6 in Yakima. 

WOA Conference / Golf  Tournament 

435 Main Ave S 
Renton, WA  98057 

Phone: 425-687-8009 
Fax: 425-687-9476 
E-mail: info@woa-officials.com 

www.woa-officials.com 

Note from the Commissioner: 

The start of the 2010-11 school year is right around the corner.  The football, volleyball and soccer 

officials have begun their training and membership meetings and are getting set to start officiating 

the fall season.  With the new year, comes new challenges.  The biggest challenge for staff, 

assigners and officials will be to provide clear communication on the new NFHS concussion rule.  

Last year, we were charged with educating officials on the expectations of the Lystedt Law.  

Overall, the assigners and officials did a great job in understanding the reason behind the law and 

the importance of officials not over stepping their authority.  We are asking for the same 

cooperation this year and we are looking for the same results.   

 
 Todd Stordahl 
 WOA Commissioner 

(L-R) Brad Cramer and Bill Kivett, 
Yakima Valley, anxiously awaiting the 
start of the 2010 WOA/ArbiterSports  
Golf Classic. 
 
Photo Courtesy of Joe Spencer 

Officiating the Game for the Athletes! 
W A S H I N G T O N  O F F I C I A L S  A S S O C I A T I O N  

www.gerrydavis.com 

1-800-916-9088 

safe@gerrydavis.com   


