
individuals will tweet or post 
comments they would 
normally not say to the 
person if they were involved 
in a face to face 
conversation. 

Blogs and Message Boards 

WOA Tip: Stay away from 
team sponsored blogs or 
message boards. 

Reason: The reasonable fan 
is not the one posting 
comments to these sites.  
Those that post are looking 
for an avenue to vent.  They 
are not posting a negative 
comment about the 
officiating in hopes of 
receiving an explanation to 
the call.  They want a reason 
to be upset that their team 
did not win.  The last thing 
they are looking for is a 
rational reason behind why 
their team lost the game. 

 

No, it is not a new rendition 
of the Wizard of Oz, but it is 
three pitfalls that face 
officials as they navigate 
through their career. 

Social networking and blogs 
are a great way to keep in 
touch with what is going on, 
but it is also a great way for 
officials to find themselves in 
a situation that may impact 
their future as an official. 

When using these types of 
social networking sites, it is 
important for officials to act 
in a professional manner at 
all times.  Photos and 
comments posted on these 
types of sites may be 
deemed inappropriate and 
ultimately lead to an official 
being reprimanded.   

Facebook 

WOA Tip:  It is important to 
use good judgment when 
posting photos and comments 

to your facebook profile.   

Reason:  Officials have 
posted photos that create a 
concern of impartiality 
because of who is in the 
photo with them, as well as 
compromising photos.  There 
are ways to limit access to 
the information posted, but 
there is never a way to 
guarantee the posts or 
photos never go beyond 
your “friends”. 

Twitter 

WOA Tip:  Do not tweet 
disparaging comments about 
partners, assigners, coaches, 
players, or the game.  

Reason:  Once the 
information is placed on 
twitter, you do not know who 
will read the information nor 
do you know how that 
person will take the 
information that is being 
communicated.  Often, 

Facebook, Twitter and Blogs…...Oh My! 

Guaranteed Spot at the State Tournament 

It is not too early to make 
plans to attend a state 
tournament this year in 
support of the officials, as 
well as being a part of the 
great environment of high 
school athletics at the highest 
level.  State tournament 

passes are available through 
your assigner for the 
reasonable price of $10.   

This is a great benefit 
provided to officials because 
of the great relationship we 
share with the WIAA. 
Hopefully all of you will take 

advantage of the ability to 
purchase a pass and 
experience the best that 
WOA and WIAA has to 
offer. 

Please contact your assigner 
to order a 2010-11 WIAA 
State Tournament Pass. 

Special points of interest: 
 
• DO NOT CRITICIZE FELLOW 
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Most officials set their goals 
high.  Many want to move up 
from non-varsity to varsity 
games, regular season to 
postseason or small college 
to major college games.  
Those are the officials who 
are usually seeking ways to 
improve and climb the ladder 
of their respective sport as 
quickly as possible.  Why 
not?  There is more fame, 
glory and honor the higher 
up you go, right?  And 
generally more money, too.  
Maybe and maybe not, 
especially if you hit some 

stumbling blocks along the 
way. 

Sometimes it is better for 
officials to sit back and enjoy 
the level they are currently 
working before they make an 
attempt to move up.  There 
are many benefits to that 
theory that work in the 
official’s favor over the long 
run. 

Build confidence.  Working 
a certain level before moving 
up allows an official to build 
confidence officiating that 
particular sport by working 

on mechanics, judgment and 
decision making.  The next 
level is usually more 
challenging and intense for 
officials with higher 
expectations from 
coordinators and coaches. 

If you are not comfortable at 
your current level, or even 
somewhat comfortable, the 
next level could chew up any 
confidence that you may 
have accumulated at the 
previous level. 

(The full version of this article can be found 
in, Referee magazine, September 2010) 

Benefits of  Patience by Todd Korth 

2010 Emerald City Kickoff  Classic 

Timberline v Camas 
R: Gary Loucks, Evergreen 
U: Kent Kalisch, South Sound 
LJ: Jim Meers, South Sound 
HL: Rick Langeland, Evergreen 
BJ: Steve Fishman, Pacific Northwest 

Bellevue v Union 
R: Phil Christensen, Pacific Northwest 
U: Jim Schaefer, Evergreen 
LJ: John Williams, Evergreen 
HL: Mike Crawford, Pacific Northwest 
BJ: Lonnie Langford, Pacific Northwest 

Bothell v Mission Viejo (CA) 
R: Brooks Schomburg, Pacific Northwest 
U: Bill Delaney, Pacific Northwest 
LJ: Glen Gaz, Pacific Northwest 
HL: Greg Knox, Pacific Northwest 
BJ: Chris Cook, Pacific Northwest  

The 2010 Emerald City Kickoff Classic 
was held at Qwest Field on September 4.   
 
The following officials were selected by 
their local association to work this year’s 
games: 

Seattle Lutheran v Life Christian 
R: James Canady, Pacific Northwest  
U: Jay McKean, Western Washington 
LJ: Charles Hall, Western Washington 
HL: Jeff Mattson, Pacific Northwest 
BJ: Gerry Horn, Pacific Northwest 

Cascade Christian v Nooksack Valley 
R: Tony Schoeler, Western Washington 
U: Joe Cardinale, Whatcom Skagit  
LJ: Larry Musselwhite, Whatcom-Skagit 
HL: Lynne Cogger, Western Washington  
BJ: Steve Wirth, Pacific Northwest  
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Ken Sauby, Central WA 
Volleyball  
 
Photo Courtesy of NW Sports 
Photography 

“SOMETIMES IT IS 

BETTER FOR 

OFFICIALS TO SIT 

BACK AND ENJOY 

THE LEVEL THEY 

ARE CURRENTLY 

WORKING 

BEFORE THEY 

MAKE AN 

ATTEMPT TO 

MOVE UP.” 

Reprinted with written permission from Referee magazine. 
For subscription information contact Referee magazine at (800) 733-6100 or www.referee.com 

Virginia Wilson receiving the 
2010 WOA Scholarship. 
 
Photo Courtesy of Dick Eglet 

The deadline to complete the 
clinic and test is Friday, 
September 24.  Officials not 
certified by the deadline will 
be unable to work any 
games at the high school 

level.  Assigners will be 
reminded that using non-
certified officials at the high 
school level places the local 
association/board in legal 
jeopardy if something were 

to occur in a contest involving 
and official who had not met 
the WOA requirements for 
certification. 

Fall Certification Deadline: September 24 



High School football officials 
will raise the profile of 
Prostate Cancer Awareness 
Month by replacing their 
traditional yellow penalty 
flags with blue penalty flags 
during varsity games played 
on September 16-18.  This 
will mark the third annual 
“Blue Flag Tribute”. 

According to the Prostate 
Cancer Foundation, prostate 
cancer is the most common 
non-skin cancer in America, 
affecting one in six men.  The 
American Cancer Society 
estimates that in 2010, about 

217,730 new cases of 
prostate cancer will be 
diagnosed and about 
32,050 men will die of the 
disease.  Men over the age 
of 40 should talk to their 
doctors about prostate 
cancer screening and lifestyle 
changes that can reduce their 
risk of getting the disease. 

The success of the “Blue Flag 
Tribute” in Washington has 
led to the tribute happening 
in a few other states.   

If you would like more 
information in regard to 

prostate cancer or how you 
can become more involved 
please visit the Prostate 
Cancer Foundation web site: 
www.prostatecancerfoundation.org. 

 

UPDATED - Rule Clarification 

Coin Toss Provision (3-2-2): 
Four captains from each team 
may be present, but all other 
team personnel must remain 
outside the field of play. 

The “field of play” does not 
include the end zones.  Team 
personnel may be in the end 
zone during the coin toss. 

serving as a rules clinician, as 
well as helping at the state 
tournaments as an officials 
coordinator.  

Debora has been a member 
of the Inland Empire Soccer 
Association (Spokane) since 
1997.  

When not officiating, Debora 
spends her free time 

Congratulations to Debora 
Brock on her appointment to 
the WOA Executive Board. 

Beginning with the 2010-11 
school year, Debora will 
serve as the soccer 
representative on the WOA 
Executive Board.  Although 
this is a new position for 
Debora, she has worked 
extensively with the WOA 

coaching and watching her 
children play soccer. 

The WOA thanks George 
Eastman for serving twenty 
years on the WOA Executive 
Board.  George will continue 
to be involved with high 
school soccer at the state 
level as a clinician and the 
state tournament officials 
liaison. 

Blue Flag Tribute to Raise Awareness of  Prostate Cancer  

Soccer Update: New WOA Soccer Rep 

Volleyball Update: Conduct of  Head Coach 

needs a clarification of a rule 
or referee decision, a lineup 
check, a time-out or 
substitution, or has a 
scorekeeping concern, those 
items should be addressed to 
the second referee while the 
coach remains outside the 
substitution zone and in the 
replacement zone.  The head 
coach is not at liberty to 
address the line judge or 
comment directly/indirectly 

regarding a call or judgment 
of the line judge.  If a team 
member receives a card 
(yellow or red) for unsporting 
conduct, the head coach shall 
remain seated during the 
remainder of the match 
except to stand and request 
a time-out or substitution, to 
confer with officials during 
specifically requested time-
outs, or as provided in Rule 
12-2-5. 

Conduct of head coach 
while standing: The head 
coach may stand only in the 
replacement zone, not behind 
the bench, and not closer than 
six feet to the sideline, to 
coach his/her players during 
play according to rule 12-2-
6.  During the set, the coach 
should not enter the 
substitution zone, either 
during play  or during a 
dead ball.  If the coach 
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Paul Geisman, Pacific Northwest, 
participating in the 2009 Blue Flag 
Tribute to raise awareness of pros-
tate cancer. 
 
Photo Courtesy of Dale Garvey 

Chuck Berman, East King County 
Soccer 
 
Photo Courtesy of Dale Garvey 

 

“THE SUCCESS 

OF THE ‘BLUE 

FLAG TRIBUTE’ IN 

WASHINGTON 

HAS LED TO THE 

TRIBUTE 

HAPPENING IN A 

FEW OTHER 

STATES” 



to be organized in the 
assigning process.  An 
assigner may rank games as 
well as officials to make sure 
the officials assigned to a 
contest are not put in a 
situation they are not ready 
for.  It is in the best interest 
of the official, as well as the 
game, for an official to be 
assigned the level of game 
they are comfortable with 
and the association/board 
feels is appropriate for the 
official’s abilities.  The 
individual was assured 
assigners do a good job of 
making sure their more 

Recently, the WOA received 
an email questioning the way 
in which assigners managed 
their “best” officials.  First 
thing to consider is the use of 
the word “best”.  Regardless 
of the interpretation of the 
“best” officials, the concern 
was whether or not officials 
were being rotated 
throughout the classifications 
or if the smaller classifications 
were only seeing the 
inexperienced or lower rated 
officials.  In the response 
back to the individual, the 
WOA stated that a ranking 
system must be used in order 

experienced officials are 
working games in multiple 
classifications rather than an 
official only working a single 
classification. 

Over the first two weeks of 
the football season, the 
response to the email was 
validated as I watched three 
football games where the 
Referee was the same 
individual.  All three games 
were officiated to the same 
level of professionalism and 
all three were different 
classifications (4A, 3A, 2B).  

Great job Phil!    

Officials Working All Classifications 

435 Main Ave S 
Renton, WA  98057 

Phone: 425-687-8009 
Fax: 425-687-9476 
E-mail: info@woa-officials.com 

www.woa-officials.com 

Note from the Commissioner: 

The 2010-11 school year is underway.  So far, so good.  Hopefully we will be saying the same 

thing throughout the rest of the school year.  Communication still remains the top priority for the 

staff and Executive Board.  In order to do this, we need your cooperation.  Let us know what the 

issues are, so the WOA can respond accordingly.  Whether the response is an email to the 

respective association/board, an email to all assigners in a given sport or inclusion in the newsletter, 

will depend on the severity of the issue or the target-audience of the response.  Have a great fall 

season! 

 
 Todd Stordahl 
 WOA Commissioner 

Phil Christensen, Pacific Northwest 
Football 
 
Photo Courtesy of Dale Garvey 

Officiating the Game for the Athletes! 
W A S H I N G T O N  O F F I C I A L S  A S S O C I A T I O N  

www.gerrydavis.com 

1-800-916-9088 

safe@gerrydavis.com   


